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Support for Living with Disabilities 
Funding Opportunity 

Online Letter of Interest Deadline:  
Friday, October 2, 2026, 4:00 p.m. HST 

OVERVIEW 

In alignment with the CHANGE Health and Wellness 
sector vision, Hawaiʻi Community Foundation (HCF) identified multiple field of interest funds 
dedicated to support living with disabilities. These grants will be awarded to organizations in 
Hawaiʻi that serve individuals with disabilities through existing strategies and programs, 
advocacy, or infrastructure support.  

HCF will award two-year grants to nonprofit organizations with mission and/or core programs 
centered on serving individuals with disabilities. Grantees will participate in a cohort of shared 
learning around equitable access.  

The intent is to strengthen support for individuals living with disabilities, increase participation 
and leadership in the grantmaking space from people with lived experience, and promote 
community-based health and wellness.  

TIMELINE/KEY DATES 

Description Date 

Application Release September 14, 2026 

Virtual Information Session #1 September 18, 2026: 12:00 – 1:00 pm 

Virtual Information Session #2 September 22, 2026: 11:00 am –12:00 pm 

Application Deadline October 2, 2026 

Approved LOI applicants invited to full FO Mid-October 

Grant Start Date November 16, 2026 

*Click here to register for virtual information session #1. 
*Click here to register for virtual information session #2. 

Focus: To support organizations 
serving individuals with disabilities 
in Hawaiʻi and collaborate around 
community-informed grantmaking. 

Grant Range: Up to $50,000, subject 
to available funding.  

Grant Period: November 16, 2026, 
to December 31, 2028. 

https://hcf-hawaii-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/dts1JLuAR06SLP3DYr1T-A
https://hcf-hawaii-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/yQ6PC-S2QcS_8ZUnZDwYGQ
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BACKGROUND  

HCF created the CHANGE Framework to better understand and address the most critical, 
complex challenges facing our community. Our goal has been to tackle Hawaiʻi’s greatest 
challenges, grounded in the belief that, if we, as a community, use common data, agree on shared 
goals, and take collective action, we can address systemic inequities by dismantling the broken 
systems in which we currently operate.  

The Health and Wellness sector supported an 18-month cohort  of organizations addressing 
community health across topics, communities, and geographic locations. One outcome of the 
cohort was identifying priorities for the next 5-10 years: 

• Involving Communities in Decision-making 
• Addressing Mental and Behavioral Health 
• Increasing Holistic and Community-Based Health and Wellness Options 

Building on this foundation, we will continue to engage with communities to incorporate these 
strategic priorities and inform Health and Wellness activities moving forward. Grantees will 
explore and advise on systemic barriers and opportunities for community representation and 
leadership in decision-making. Funds will provide support for their organizations’ work while 
sharing their time and expertise with the cohort.  

Funds contributing to this opportunity: 

Fund Name Fund Purpose 

Bruhn Fund, Margaret Zane To benefit the needs of children 18 years or 
younger with physical disabilities 

Gower Fund, Anna Kalei To support organizations that provide support to 
US active military and veterans 

McGregor Ballard Fund, Dave and Mary To benefit the needs of children 18 or younger 
with physical disabilities 

Yang Fund, Tai Up To support programs to assist disabled children  

Bigansky Fund, Jerry James To provide assistance to individuals with 
disabilities 

Lau Children's Fund, Abraham & Annie To support the needy children of Hawaiʻi 
 

King Fund, Leslie S. To benefit physically or mentally disabled 
children 

Quality of Life Fund To benefit citizens with learning disabilities or 
cognitive impairment throughout Hawaiʻi  

 

https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/change
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/health-and-wellness-grants


 

Page 3 of 6 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY & REQUIREMENTS 

• Organizations with an established record of serving people with disabilities in Hawaiʻi.  
• Organizations whose core mission or core programs prioritize people with disabilities.  
• Organizations that are community-based or have a clear commitment to centering individuals 

with lived experience. 
• Organizations that do not have 501(c)(3) status may collaborate with a fiscal sponsor to apply 

for this funding opportunity. 
• Organizations with any past due HCF final reports are not eligible to apply.   

Selection Criteria 

• Clear record of service to the priority communities. 
• Emphasis on leadership and representation from individuals with lived experience. 
• Commitment to and capacity for collaboration and shared learning. 
• Geographic distribution across all islands. 
• Diversity of communities served. 

AWARD INFORMATION 

• Grant Term: The grant period will be November 16, 2026, to December 31, 2028.  
• Funding: Up to $50,000 for the two-year term, depending on number of applications received. 

A total of 15-20 awards is anticipated.   
• Reporting: Grantees will submit interim and final reports as specified by HCF. These may be 

fulfilled with organization annual reports, reports required for other grants, touchpoint 
meetings with the program officer, or other formats as agreed.  

• Requirements: Grantees will participate in learning and exploration of opportunities to involve 
communities in decision-making and increase community-based health and wellness access.   

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Online Application 

Applications can be submitted online via the Hawaiʻi Community Foundation’s Grants Portal 
using Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox. Applicants must log in to their account to apply; new 
users must register for an account. We recommend that you submit your application ahead of the 
deadline, and do not wait until the last moment. This allows time to complete all requirements 
and address any technical issues that may arise. Only complete applications submitted by the 

https://hawaiicf.smartsimple.com/s_Login.jsp
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deadline will be accepted; this includes completion of Organization Profiles and associated fiscal 
sponsorship documents, if applicable. 

ORGANIZATION PROFILE 

Both new and returning users must certify and submit the organization profile prior to submission 
of the application; re-certification is required every six months.  

The Organizational Profile consists of five tabs: Organization Information, Contact Information, 
Budget, Board and Certification. To submit your organization profile, you must complete all 
required fields marked with an asterisk on each tab. 

LETTER OF INTEREST AND APPLICATION  

This application follows a two-step process that begins with a short letter of interest. Applicants 
will be notified by HCF about application status and selection to submit a full application. There is 
no guarantee of funding if an organization’s LOI is selected to move to the full application step. 

The letter of interest application includes three tabs: Program Overview, Program Information, 
and Supporting Documents & Certification. All required fields are marked with an asterisk.  

Letter of Interest Questions 

• Organization Description:  
o Provide general information and characteristics about the organization, including 

geographic coverage and communities served. Include a description of how your 
organization centers lived experience and leadership from the communities you serve. 
(Maximum 1,000 characters) 

o This question may be answered by uploading annual reports, proposals written for 
other funding opportunities, or any other existing documents that adequately describe 
your organization, mission, and programs. If you choose this option, enter a note in this 
field that you have uploaded materials on the Supporting Documents tab. 

• Problem or Opportunity: 
o Briefly describe your interest and capacity for collaboration with this cohort. If 

awarded, what staff would participate? (Maximum 1,250 characters) 
• Project Overview: 

o Provide the general area(s) to which you expect to apply the funds. A detailed budget is 
not required. (Maximum 1,250 characters) 

• Expected Results: 
o Briefly describe what might be successful outcomes of this project for your 

organization. (Maximum 500 characters) 
• Additional Question: Select the population(s) that your program serves (choose all that apply) 

o Children with physical disabilities  
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o Children with mental disabilities  
o Individuals of any age with learning or cognitive disabilities   
o Individuals who are blind or visually impaired (BVI)  
o US active military and veterans  
o Other (describe)  

• Additional Question - Disaster Recovery: (if applicable) Does your program support 
individuals in active recovery from a disaster, such as the Maui wildfires or the Kona Lows? If 
so, please provide information: 

o Describe any special programming for individuals in active disaster recovery. 
o Estimate how many, and what percentage, of your clients have been directly impacted 

by the identified disaster. 
o Include a list of partner organizations and describe how disaster-affected clients are 

referred to your organization. (Maximum 2,500 characters = ¾ page) 

INVITED FULL APPLICATION QUESTIONS 

• Program Information: 
o Program Activities: Describe 1-3 top issues or concerns identified by the communities 

you serve. Consider how this cohort might support your activities in addressing 
community priorities. (Maximum 3,500 characters = ¾ page)  

o Expected Results: Describe what a successful outcome of this project might be for 
your organization and communities. (Maximum 3,500 characters = ¾ page) 

• Budget: Provide a high-level budget narrative showing how these funds will support your work. 
A detailed program budget is not required. 

FISCAL SPONSORS 

• Fiscal sponsors must have an account in the portal. Their profile must be certified and include 
their IRS 501(c)(3) determination letter and up-to-date financial documents. Fiscal Sponsor 
Agreement and Board Resolution templates can be found at this link. 

• Fiscal sponsors will be required to certify the application before it can be submitted by the 
applicant. To do so, the applicant must invite the fiscal sponsor to collaborate on the draft 
application.  Please reference this video and our External User Guide on how to invite 
collaborators. The fiscal sponsor as a collaborator can then check the Fiscal Sponsor 
certification box under Supporting Documents & Certification. 

  

http://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/grants/fiscal-sponsor-materials
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Acwr1gPQnkk
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant
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RESOURCES 

• World Health Organization - International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health 
ICF provides a standard language and framework for the description of health and health-
related states.  

• Northeast ADA Center - Disability Statistics 
Statistics from the US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey relating to disability 
disaggregated by state and demographics. 

• United for ALICE - Disability Data Dashboard 
Statistics relating to financial circumstances organized by state and demographics. 

NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

Decision notifications will be sent by email to the applicant, applicant’s Chief Staff or Volunteer, 
and if applicable, the Fiscal Sponsor contact in the HCF Grants Portal. The decision letter will be 
attached to the email and available in the Grants Portal under My Application Tracker in the Active 
or Historical tabs.  

CONTACT INFORMATION  
If you have questions about this funding opportunity, please contact Ananda Luttet, Program 
Officer, at aluttet@hcf-hawaii.org or (808) 566-5536.  

For technical assistance with the Grants Portal, please submit a support ticket.  

Tips for Applicants 

• How-to videos, the Applicant User Guide and support tickets can be found on our website.  
• Tool tips can be found throughout the portal. These boxes indicate exactly what information 

you should provide.  
• Use Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox on a computer for the best user experience. 
• The online application has fillable boxes with character limits that may not match character 

counts in MS word. If you cut and paste your work into the application, please be sure all text 
is complete. 

• If you have an existing organization profile and fields are not editable, please click “Update 
Profile.” This will move your org profile to draft and allow you to make edits. Click “Submit” to 
move it back to active status. 

 

 

 

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/classification/icf/icfbeginnersguide.pdf
https://www.disabilitystatistics.org/acs-custom
https://www.unitedforalice.org/dashboard/focus-disabilities
mailto:aluttet@hcf-hawaii.org
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/web/support-tickets
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant

