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Hawai‘i Community Foundation Awards $320,000  
to Support Hawai‘i Island Response Efforts 

 
HAWAI‘I — Through its Stronger Hawaiʻi Initiative, the Hawaiʻi Community Foundation (HCF) 
has so far awarded $320,000 to three nonprofits for preparedness and recovery efforts in 
response to this past weekend’s Tropical Storm Lala. HCF plans to award more grants as 
community needs statewide are identified. 
 
“Communities across Hawai‘i continue to experience serious impacts from Tropical Storm Lala, 
from more than 100,000 households with power outages to road closures and damages to 
homes and other infrastructure,” said Terry George, HCF CEO and President. “Thanks to the 
ongoing support of our Stronger Hawai‘i Initiative, we have been able to deploy funds quickly in 
order to move critical resources to the areas that currently need them most.”  
 
Prior to Tropical Storm Lala's impacts, HCF awarded: 

• $10,000 to Vibrant Hawaiʻi to support community preparedness, coordination activities, 

and local response readiness. 

• $10,000 to HOPE Services Hawaiʻi to support preparing vulnerable households for 

potential storm impacts, as well as providing evacuation and transportation services. 

As its impacts intensified across the islands, HCF released additional resources: 

• $250,000 to Vibrant Hawaiʻi to assess and support immediate community needs and 

community-led response efforts across Hawaiʻi Island. 

• $50,000 to The Salvation Army Hilo Corps to support emergency feeding operations and 

ensure affected residents have access to meals and basic necessities.  

“Our nonprofit organizations know our communities best. They are the first to identify and 
address immediate and long-term needs, which is why we are quick to provide our support – so 
they can do the necessary work in responding to and rebuilding after disasters,” added George.  

mailto:%7C%C2%A0lokudara@hcf-hawaii.org
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/stronger-hawaii
https://www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/home


   
 

   
 

 
The Stronger Hawaiʻi Initiative is dedicated to supporting disaster and emergency preparedness, 
response, recovery and resilience throughout the state. Designed for flexibility, the fund allows 
HCF and its partners to mobilize resources quickly and respond to areas of greatest need as a 
crisis unfolds. It also focuses on supporting long-term recovery and community resilience. For 
more information on the Stronger Hawai‘i Initiative, visit 
www.hawaiicommunityfoundation.org/strengthening/stronger-hawaii.  
 
Click HERE to view images provided courtesy of Salvation Army Hilo Corps.  
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About the Hawai‘i Community Foundation 
The vision of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is to create an equitable and vibrant Hawai‘i in 

which all our island communities thrive. With our 110-year history, our trusted expertise, and 

the generous support of donors, we are working to address the root causes of our state’s most 

difficult challenges, including expanding access to affordable housing, conserving freshwater 

resources, and ensuring the healthy development of Hawaiʻi’s young children. We focus our 

efforts through the CHANGE Framework, which identifies six essential sectors affecting the 

overall well-being of these islands and their people. HCF works in communities across Hawaiʻi, 

with offices and staff located statewide. In 2025, HCF stewarded more than 1,175 funds, 

established by individuals, businesses, and organizations committed to building a better Hawaiʻi. 

Through these funds, along with contracts and private foundations, we distributed over $116 

million in grants statewide last year, including scholarships assisting more than 1,400 Hawaiʻi 

students. For more information about HCF, please visit  hawaiicommunityfoundation.org and 

follow our social media channels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube. 
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