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HAWAI‘l COMMUNITY FOUNDATION NAMES TERRY GEORGE AS CEO & PRESIDENT,
MICHELLE KA'UHANE AS COO AND EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

HONOLULU, HI — The Hawai‘i Community Foundation (HCF) is pleased to announce the
appointment of Terry George as its new Chief Executive Officer and President. A respected and
seasoned nonprofit leader, George brings decades of experience working collaboratively across
Hawai‘i’s nonprofit, government, and community sectors. His deep understanding of
philanthropic foundations and their role in catalyzing impact makes him uniquely positioned to
lead HCF into its next chapter. George will begin his role at HCF on August 1, 2025.

His appointment follows a thorough selection process by the HCF Board of Governors, who
sought a leader with both vision and local insight. George has a long history of building cross-
sector partnerships and supporting community-led initiatives and innovation. He most recently
served as CEO and President of the Harold K.L. Castle Foundation and has remained an active
voice in philanthropy across Hawai‘i.

Also announced today is the elevation of Michelle Ka‘uhane to the role of Chief Operating Officer
and Executive Vice President, effective immediately. Ka‘uhane, a trusted and experienced leader
at HCF, will work closely with George to continue driving HCF’s mission and expanding its reach
throughout the state.

“Terry comes to HCF with proven leadership, integrity, and a lifelong commitment to Hawai‘i’s
communities,” said Peter Ho, Chair of the HCF Board of Governors. “He understands how
foundations can work hand in hand with local partners to deliver results. Michelle Ka‘uhane has
been an essential force within HCF, and, together, this duo positions us for even greater impact
moving forward.”

George expressed his enthusiasm for his new role and the opportunity to serve Hawai‘i through
philanthropy.
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“It’s an honor to join an organization that is so integral to the well-being and future of Hawai‘i,”
he said. “The Hawai‘i Community Foundation is a powerful connector and catalyst for good, and |
look forward to working with Michelle and the entire HCF team to strengthen our collective
impact.”

“Terry brings both strategic vision and a deep connection to community,” said Ka‘uhane, “I look
forward to working alongside him to build upon HCF’s strong legacy of community
empowerment and donor stewardship, in close collaboration with our dedicated team and
partners.”

Governor Josh Green also offered his support and recognition. “HCF has become an essential
partner to the state and to local communities, especially in times of crisis like the devastating
wildfires on Maui. | welcome Terry’s leadership as we work together to build resilience and
opportunity across Hawai‘i,” he said.

The Hawai‘i Community Foundation is one of the state’s most impactful philanthropic
organizations, supporting a wide range of initiatives from housing and education to
environmental resilience and disaster response.

For headshots of George and Ka‘uhane, please visit this Dropbox folder.
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About The Hawai‘i Community Foundation

The vision of the Hawai‘i Community Foundation is to create an equitable and vibrant Hawai‘i in
which all our Island communities thrive. With our more-than-108-year history, our trusted
expertise, and the generous support of donors, we are working to address the root causes of our
state’s most difficult challenges, including expanding access to affordable housing, conserving
freshwater resources, and ensuring the healthy development of Hawai‘i’s young children. We
focus our efforts through the CHANGE Framework, which identifies six essential sectors affecting
the overall well-being of these islands and their people. HCF works in communities across
Hawai‘i, with offices and staff located statewide. In 2024, HCF stewarded more than 1,160 funds,
established by individuals, businesses, and organizations who share our passion for a better
Hawai‘i. We distributed over $172 million in grants to the community from funds at HCF,
contracts, and private foundations statewide, including scholarships assisting more than 1,100
Hawai‘i students. For more information about HCF, please visit Hawaiicommunityfoundation.org
and follow our social media channels on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube.
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