Overcoming regulatory barriers for Maui housing solutions

By Micah Kane

It’s impossible to walk down the
street and find someone who
doesn’t know Maui has a housing
problem for its residents. The size
of the issue continues to be
pointed out in numerous ways —
from anecdotal stories, to housing
prices, to various data sets, includ-
ing the recent University of Hawaii
Economic Research Organization
(UHERO) Regulatory Housing Re-
port showing that our regulatory
oversight system is related to the
everising cost of homes for local
residents.

Solving this is going to take all of
us. At Hawai'i Community Founda-
tion, we started an initiative called
House Maui to provide structure
and opportunity that would lead
to solutions. Over the past two
years, with engagement of more
than 1,200 Maui families, Maui
County and the homebuilder com-
munity, we have seen initial suc-
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confirmed that our overreaching
regulatory system is a barrier to
affordable housing. The report re-
affirmed that 56.1% of Maui’s resi-
dents are cost-burdened as a
result of a broken housing system
— meaning that most families are
spending more than 30% of their
income on housing, leaving little

for permits and the ability for
housing opponents to stall devel-
opment in court and through state
and local political involvement. All
of this adds risk and burden to
homebuilders, which in turn in-
creases the cost to build homes,
and ultimately the cost for families
to buy them.

One great example of how out-
of-the-box thinking can make a big
difference is the use of federal and
state resources to extend the
county’s Waiale Road in Central
Maui. This reduced the cost bur-
den on county taxpayers and
home development.

Ultimately, the county signed a
public-private partnership agree-
ment in which a private developer
agreed to convert 213 market
homes into affordable homes and
build these homes first. These are
the homes that some of the 1,200
local families who have worked
through the Financial Opportunity
Center (FOC) will be able to access
as affordable housing.

There is another window of op-
portunity to align resources. More
than $1 billion in infrastructure
funding was appropriated this
year at the federal and state levels
specifically targeting affordable
housing. Maui has the opportunity
to get more than its fair share. This
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will require decisive, but ex-
tremely collaborative leadership
at the state and county levels
should Maui expect to see signifi-
cant progress. The greatest failure
wonld he to see regulation and
process cause these funds to lapse
and go unspent.

We believe that empowering
Maui families to lean in on this is-
sue is a must. It’s important to talk
about these issues with your fam-
ily and friends and to investigate
the candidates and vote. Providing
testimony to the County Council
on key affordable housing issues is
also critical.

We need more people involved
in challenging and reducing cur-
rent regulations. Hawaii needs to
set a housing goal and do the hard
work to achieve it.

Atits core, building a home is
not difficult, but we've made the
process in Maui the most complex
in the country. The time to act is
now.



